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SUBJECT:  "Eighting  Eire  at  Home."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry  and 
Soils,  U.S.D.A. 
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If  you  have  read  the  recent  proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  or  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  you  don't  need  me  to  tell 
you  that  this  week  is  one  of  our  most  important  national  weeks — Eire  prevention 
Week.    This  year  it  is  perhaps  more  important  than  ever  "before.    Why?  Because 
these  are  times  when  we  can  least  afford  the  tremendous  yearly  expense  of  fires 
in  this  country. 


We  housewives  spend  a  lot  of  thought  on  economy,,  waste  and  expense.  We 
consider  carefully  how  to  save  a  penny  here  and  a  penny  there  in  our  households. 
But  while  we're  saving  -pennies,  we  may  unconsciously  "be  helping  to  waste  thousands 
of  dollars  to  say  nothing  of  thousands  of  lives.    How?    Just  through  little  home 
fire  risks  that  were  unnecessary. 

If  you  live  on  a  farm,  you'll  be  especially  interested  in  the  figures 
on  farm  fires.    As  it  happens,  the  largest  proportion  of  our  national  fire  loss 
occurs  on  farms  and  in  rural  sections.    In  the  year  1932,  last  year,  the  loss 
from  fires  on  farms  amounted  to  from  a  hundred  and  ten  to  a  hundred  and  twenty 
million  dollar st    There' s  a  figure  to  make  anyone  stop  and  think.    The  total 
National  fire  loss  last  year  was  about  four  hundred  and  forty  million  dollars. 
This  enormous  property  loss  went  hand  in  hand  with  a  loss  of  about  ten  thousand 
lives. 

A  large  number  of  these  fires  started  from  carelessness  in  homes.  Just 
read  the  accounts  in  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  constant  tragedies  from  fire 
:  that  were  unnecessary.    Then  you'  11  see  that  the  housewife  has  it  in  her  hands 
to  prevent  a  great  deal  of  this  appaling  fire  waste  and  fire  tragedy. 

The  specialists  on  fire  prevention  tell  me  that  probably  the  four  biggest 
causes  of  home  fires  resulting  from  carelessness  are  these:     first,  the  dangerous 
practice  of  starting  fires  with  kerosene,  or  even  worse,  gasoline;  second,  clean- 
:  ing  at  home  with  inflammable)  fluids  like  gasoline,  nap t ha  or  benzine;  third, 
i  faulty  use  of  electrical  appliances,  such  as  leaving  the  electric  iron  on;  fourth, 
oiled  mops  or  oiled  rags  which  may  burn  by  spontaneous  combustion.    In  recent 
years,  too,  roof  fires  from  sparks  from  chimneys  have  done  a  lot  of  damage. 
Dirty  flues  in  chimneys  cause"  a  lot  of  trouble  also.    Keep  your  chimneys  clean. 
This  is  the  time  of  year  to  have  them  cleaned  of  soot,  cobwebs  and  accumulations 
of  dust  and  dirt  that  can  start  a  fire.    After  cleaning  out  your  chimney,  look 
for  any  cra.cks  or  loose  bricks  that  might  let  sparks  out  onto  the  roof. 

The  experts  say  that  one  of  the  worst  and  most  common  fire  hazards  is 
i  cleaning  clothes  at  home  with  inflammable  fluids.    Fnen  I  was  a  child  our  next- 
door  neighbor  was  frightfully  burned  because  she  cleaned  her  gloves  in  her 
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kitchen  one  day  forgetting  that  the  pilot  light  in  her  gas  range  mi^rht — and  did  

blow  things  tip.  2ou  all  know  tragedies  01  this  kind  in  your  own  neighborhood. 
They're  going  on  all  the  time.  G-asoline  and  benzine  are  good  for  dry  cleaning, 
to  be  sure.  But  having  a  dress  cleaned  at  home  isn't  worth  risking  your  life, 
and  perhaps  others'  lives,  as  well  as  your  property.  If  you're  going  to  clean 
at  home,  use  safe  cleaning  fluids  like  carbon  tetrachloride.  Yes,  they  cost  a 
little  more,  but  the  extra  expense  is  worth  it  in  safety. 

Many  people  risk  their  lives  every  time  they  start  a  fire.    They  want 
something  that  starts  a  fire  quickly.    So  they  pour  on  "  soal  oil"  or  kerosene. 
They  may  start  the  fire  quickly  and  finish  their  lives  just  as  quickly.    You  can 
use  this  fire-starting  trick  maybe  ten,  maybe  twenty,  maybe  a  hundred  times 
with  no  trouble.    But  there's  always  the  hundred  and  first  time.    Look  in  the  fire 
records,  just  for  last  year.    There  you'll  find  plenty  of  accounts  of  explosions 
which  have  killed  people  trying  to  quicken  fires  with  kerosene.    Kindling  may 
take  more  time  and  be  more  work,  but  it' s  a  safer  fire  starter  after  all. 

Another  of  the  most  common  fire  hazards  is  the  electric  iron,  particularly 
one  without  a  heat  control.    You'  re  right  in  the  midst  of  ironing.    The  doorbell 
rings.    You  hurry  to  answer  it  leaving  the  current  turned  on.    Maybe  it' s  an 
important  message  or  your  long-lost  cousin  come  to  see  you,  or  something  else  that 
makes  you  forget  that  iron.    And  then — you  know  what  happens.    A  hot  iron  can  start 
a  serious  fire  before  you  realize  it. 

Have  I  mentioned  matches?    There's  another  fire  risk  that  many  people  take. 
Of  course,  every  parent  knows  that  matches  ought  to  be  kept  well  out  of  the  reach 
of  youngsters  in  the  family.    Many  women  keep  matches  on  the  shelf  of  the  gas 
range.    That's  a  convenient  place  to  reach,  but  it's  a  dangerous  place  because 
the  shelf  may  easily  become  hot  enough  to  set  the  whole  box  of  matches  off. 

Oiled  mops  and  oily  rags — keep  them  in  some  sort  of  a  closed  metal  con- 
tainer, where  they  can't  do  damage  even  in  the  case  of  spontaneous  combustion. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  fire  risks  that  we  housekeepers  can  avoid 
in  our  homes.    "We  haven't  mentioned  other  frequent  causes  of  fire  such  as 
defective  electric  wiring,  oil  stoves,  gas  stoves  and  so  on.    But  if  we  all  take 
these  simple  precautions,  we  can  save  many  disasters  and  much  waste.    Tne  C.CC 
boys  are  working  to  prevent  forest  fires  by  building  roads,  clearing  firebreaks 
and  removing  other  fire  hazards  in  the  woods..    Let's  do  as  much  for  our  homes. 

Some  day  soon  I  want  to  tell  you  how  sixteen  thousand  4~H  Club  boys  and 
§irls  in  the  state  of  Oregon  are  helping  to  eliminate  fire  hazards.    But  that's 
such  a  good  story,  it  deserves  more  time  than  I  have  today. 

Tomorrow:     "Outdoor  Outfits  for  Youngsters." 


